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Keynote Speaker 

 

Dr Brendan J Dunlop (he/him) 
11:00 - 12:00 Saturday 

 

Website: https://www.drbrendan.co.uk/ 

 

Twitter:  @BrendanJDunlop1 

 

Dr Brendan J Dunlop (he/him) is a Principal Clinical Psychologist who currently 

works part-time for an NHS Trust in the Northwest of England and part time as 

a Clinical Lecturer in Clinical Psychology at a university in Manchester in 

England. He completed my Bachelor of Science undergraduate degree in 

Psychology and Language Sciences at University College London, and his 

Doctorate in Clinical Psychology at The University of Manchester. 

In March 2022, Dr Brendan Dunlop published The Queer 

Mental Health Workbook. Designed to specifically help 

LGBTQ+ people navigate and manage the messy world 

that we live in. The book is split into two sections. The 

first section is aimed at improving general mental health 

and wellbeing, exploration of identity and 

intersectionality, and consideration of relationships. The 

second section discusses specific mental health challenges such as feeling 

anxious, feeling low, self-harm, eating difficulties, sleep difficulties, trauma, 

shame and suicide. 

 

https://www.drbrendan.co.uk/
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Panel 1a - Public Perception: Differing Approaches 

12:15 - 13:30 Saturday 

 

Laura Gee (Birmingham City University, England, she/her) 

Title: “Understanding the Paradigm Shift of Stereotyping and Conformity of Homosexuality in 

the UK Population”  

Twitter: @laurajoygee; Insta: @laurajoy86 

 

Laura Gee is a second-year psychology PhD student at Birmingham City University, UK. Her 

research addresses gay stereotypes and if acceptance levels of homosexuality has an impact 

on the application. 

 

Aituar Kospakov (Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, Kazakhstan, he/him) 

Title: “Social Attitudes Toward LGBT+ Among Kazakhstanis”  

Twitter: @aituar_kospakov 

 

My name is Aituar Kospakov, PhD student at the Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, Almaty 

city, Kazakhstan. My research interests are social attitudes/perception, coming out, LGBTQ+ in 

Central Asia and during my PhD I am going to study the coming out process and how coming 

out can affect the LGBTQ+ people’s life. 

 

Tricia Friedman (Founder of Allyed.org and the Be a Better Ally Podcast and the 

Creative Content Director with Shifting Schools., she/her) 

Twitter: @tricia_fried 

 

Tricia Friedman (she/her) has worked as an educator in The United States, China, Thailand, 

Ukraine, Morocco, Indonesia, Switzerland, and Singapore. Tricia is the founder of Allyed.org and 

the Be a Better Ally Podcast where she hosts conversations about the state of LGBTQ+ inclusion 

in schools Currently, she is the Creative Content Director with Shifting Schools. Tricia lives in 

Ottawa with her wife, and their puppy. 

 

 

 
 

https://allyed.org/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/be-a-better-ally/id1481229472
https://www.shiftingschools.com/
https://allyed.org/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/be-a-better-ally/id1481229472
https://www.shiftingschools.com/
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Panel 1b - How We See Ourselves: Confronting Marginalization on Screen 

12:15 - 13:30 Saturday 

 

Priya Roy (King’s College London, England, she/they) 

Title: Politics, Production, and Performance: An Exploration of Patriarchal Tradition through 

Bollywood’s First Lesbian Film"  

Insta: @preeps28 

 

Priya Roy’s interdisciplinary research focuses on the intersections between Political Economy 

and Performance Studies through feminist and de-colonial perspectives. Priya’s research is 

driven by questions of culture, identity, and belonging: how do political and economic 

institutions shape notions of identity, and how is this achieved through media and performing 

arts? And, in turn, how do the arts shape identities and institutions? Priya is a Master’s student 

of International Political Economy at King’s College London. She holds a B.A. in Political 

Economy with a minor in Performance Studies from UC Berkeley. Beyond their research, Priya is 

a professional dancer, singer, and trauma-informed yoga instructor.  

 

Eli Sh (Martin Luther Halle Wittenberg University, Germany, she/her) 
Title: “Subtexting Lesbian Desire in Iranian Cinema: Cold Sweat (2018)” 

 

Eli is a Ph.D. candidate at the university of Martin Luther Halle Wittenberg and the Graduate 

school of Society and Culture in Motion. Her project is about Lesbian Subjectivity in Queer 

Mainstream Cinema. 

 

Upasana Banerjee (Independent scholar, India, she/her) 

Title: “Developing the Visibility of 'Queer': A Critical Analysis of Lovely Man as Activism” 

 

Upasana Banerjee is an independent research scholar with a postgraduate degree in 

Comparative Literature from Jadavpur University. She advocates for Indigenous Queer 

Rights and Body Positivity Movement. Her research interests include Indiqueer activism, 

Black feminist movement, South-asian culture, Transnational studies and Contemporary 

marxist feminist literature. 
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Panel 2a - (Un)forgotten Memories: What We Can Learn from Our History 

14:30 - 15:45 Saturday 

 

Ellen Durban (UCL, England, she/her) 

Title: “Women Who Desired Women and How They Negotiated Marriage, Motherhood, and 

Divorce in Post-war England" 

 

In the first year of my PhD in history at UCL, my research explores how women – who 

experienced sexual desire for women at some time in their life - negotiated marriage, 

motherhood, and divorce in the 1970s and 1980s when homosexual and feminist activism 

confronted the heteronormative nuclear family as the bedrock of British society.  

 

Camellia Choudhuri (St. Xavier's College, India, she/her) 

Title: Memory of Light: Contemporary Fictional Historiography and Female Homoeroticism in 

Lucknow”  

Twitter: @CamChoudhuri; Insta: @yeetmeoffthisplanet 

 

Camellia Choudhuri is currently pursuing her MA in English Literature at St. Xavier's College, 

Kolkata, India. Her academic interests include contemporary women’s writing and queer 

studies. 

 

Tracy Mae Ildefonso (Dublin City University, Ireland, she/her) 
“Overcoming LGBTQ Discrimination in the Philippines by Diagnosing the Roots of Homophobia”  

Insta: @tracykatorsi 

 

Tracy Mae Ildefonso is a Doctoral Candidate in the School of Communications at Dublin City 

University in Ireland. Her dissertation discusses gender representation in Philippine 

advertisements and its impact on various audiences. 
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Panel 2b - Taking Up Space: Home, Work, and Leisure 

14:30 - 15:45 Saturday 

 

Rowan Rush-Morgan (University of Edinburgh, Scotland, he/him) 

“Beyond Business: Informal Networks and Community Connection in Scotland’s Queer 

Economy”  

Twitter: @rowanrush 

 

Rowan Rush-Morgan is a 2nd year PhD student at the University of Edinburgh. His research 

examines the cultural geographies of LGBTQ+ entrepreneurship in Scotland. 

 

Andrew Jacobs (University of the Western Cape, South Africa, he/him) 

Title: “Domestic Space and the Performance of Identity: The Role of House Parties in Shaping 

Sexuality and Space in Cape Town” 

 

Andrew Jacobs (BA Hons., UWC) is a Human Geographer and Lecturing Assistant at the 

University of the Western Cape where he is completing his Masters degree in Geography & 

Environmental Studies. His current research interests delves into the lives of the LGBTQIA+ 

community and their perceptions of space. 

 

Isadore Auerbach George (Book28 Library, he/him) 

School and Special Librarian, Book28 Library  

Twitter: @book28library, Insta: @book28.library 

 

 

 

 

 

Isadore Auerbach George is a school and special librarian based in London, UK. When not 

working with children and young people, he runs Book 28 Library, a group that advocates for 

better service to LGBTIQ+ people in UK public libraries; runs its own queer lending library; and 

supports the development of the queer literature scene in the UK. His research highlights the 

disparities LGBTIQ+ people face when trying to access free literature and information relevant 

to their needs from public libraries. These disparities cannot be untwined from cuts to public 

service under Austerity measure, Thatcher-era restructuring of public services, misdirection of 

UK public library development and Section 28, all of which still impact queer people in public 

libraries today. 



 8 

Panel 3a - Communities Under Covid: Challenges and Responses 

16:00 - 17:15 Saturday 

 

Tabea Zimmermann (UCL, England, she/her) 

Title: Responding to the Shadow Pandemic: The Impact of Covid-19 Lockdowns on Sexual and 

Gender-Based Violence Service Delivery of NGOs in the UK” 

 

Tabea holds an MSc in Risk, Disaster & Resilience from the Institute for Risk and Disaster 

Reduction (IRDR), University College London. Her research interests are inclusive disaster 

governance, disaster risk reduction, emergency management, humanitarianism, gender, 

diversity, and inclusion. 

 

Georgia Lin (University of Oxford, England, she/her) 

Title: “Disabled Futures, Queer Feelings: Affective Queer Politics and Disability Justice”  

Twitter & Insta: @georgia_lins 

 

Georgia Lin is a Taiwanese diasporic immigrant woman of colour currently reading the MSt 

Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies at the University of Oxford, where she will also begin 

her DPhil in Education in the fall of 2022. Her research interests lie at the intersections of 

disability justice, women of colour feminisms, and artistic diasporic formations.   

 

Stephanie Daw (University of Durham, England, she/her) 
Title: “The role of online LGBTQ-specific and gaming communities in providing social support to 

LGBTQ+ young people during the pandemic"  

Twitter: @DawStephanie 

 

Stephanie Daw is currently a PhD student at the University of Durham. Her research interests 

are studying LGBTQ+ young people, the life course, online communities, and the social impacts 

of COVID-19. Her PhD is currently exploring how COVID-19 has impacted, and is still impacting, 

LGBTQ+ young people’s transitions to adulthood. More specifically, her research is exploring 

what adulthood means to an individual and how the achievement of those self-definitions has 

been affected over the last two and a half years. She has recently completed some research on 

how the lockdowns in England affected LGBTQ+ young people, how both LGBTQ-specific and 

gaming online communities provided them with social support during the lockdowns, and how 

both these communities could be used to promote social justice for the wider LGBTQ+ 

community. When she is not studying, she often likes to go swimming and for walks in the 

Northumberland countryside. 
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Panel 3b - Whose Data Is It Anyway? Collecting Information and Making Policy 

16:00 - 17:15 Saturday 

 

Kirstie English (University of Glasgow, Scotland, they/them) 

Title: “Binary Barriers: Representing Trans and Gender Diverse Populations in Censuses and 

Other Population Surveys"  

Twitter: @kenglish95 

 

Kirstie is a mixed method researcher in the final months of their Sociology PhD on how 

differences of sex, gender and sexuality should be represented by UK surveys. They strive to 

produce actionable steps to improving survey designs that are driven by populations currently 

overlooked in population estimates. 

 

Freya Proudman (UCL, England, she/her) 

Title: “Looking Beyond the ILGA-Europe Rainbow Index: Investigating the Everyday Life 

Experiences of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) people in Hungary and Poland” 

 

Freya is a postgraduate student studying MA Russian and Eurasian Politics at University College 

London (UCL) School of Slavonic and East European Studies (SSEES). She completed her 

undergraduate degree in History, Politics, and Economics, also from UCL SSEES. Freya 

specialises in politics of Central and Eastern Europe, particularly in relation to human rights and 

the experiences of LGBTQ+ people.  

 

Tom Montrose-Moss, (LGBT Foundation, he/him) 
Title: “3rd Sector Wellbeing Interventions: Highlighting the role of the charities in data collection 

of LGBTQ+ communities and the insights they can provide”  

Twitter: @lgbtfdn 

 

Tom Montrose-Moss (he/him) is the Head on Insight & Business Intelligence at LGBT 

Foundation, a Manchester based, LGBTQ+ charity delivering wellbeing services and driving 

policy change on a local and national levels. Tom has been working within the sector for the 

past 5 years, working at LGBT Foundation and LGBT Consortium, as well as leading on a multi-

organisation project around UK based LGBT helplines. 

 

 

 

 



 10 

Panel 4a - ESEA Pride: Creativity and Resistance on Social Media 

12:15 - 13:30 Sunday 

 

Chang Li (University of Glasgow, Scotland, he/him) 

Title: “Polarized Discourses of the Queer Community in China” 

 

Chang Li is currently a postgraduate Children's Literature, Media & Communications student at 

the University of Glasgow, where he also completed his postgraduate studies in Fantasy 

Literature. He is interested in utopia, ideology and queer literary theories. He is a core member 

of the NPO China Digital Times and is passionate about censorship and human rights in China. 

 

Hsien Chew (Founder of Proud Voices and organiser at Pink Dot, he/him) 

 

Hsien Chew is the founder of Proud Voices, two networks of LGBT choirs located in the British 

Isles and Asia. This group now encompasses nearly 50 choirs in the UK and Ireland, and 30 

singing groups from Turkey to Tokyo, respectively. Hsien is very interested in the relationship 

between activism and community building, and after having observed Pink Dots in Asia, set up a 

Pink Dot event in 2019 for LGBT people of Asian descent in London. Hsien is a medical doctor by 

training, a tenor by choice and an activist by accident 

 

Qiubai (founder, Queer China UK, she/her) 

Twitter @PeriChenperry 
https://queerchinauk.com/ 

 

Qiubai (she/her), activist and community artist. She was born and raised in Southern China and 

moved to the UK in 2018 to complete MSc Gender, Media and Culture programme at LSE. She 

has 8 years of experience in queer activism, creative campaign, community building and cross-

cultural communication. She established Queer China UK after realising the intersectional 

invisibility of the Chinese LGBTQ+ diaspora community. Queer China UK aims to facilitate 

greater communication and connectivity between Chinese queer diaspora around the world 

and LGBTQ+ communities from other countries, as well as empower Chinese-speaking LGBTQ+ 

and feminist communities. 
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Panel 4b - Accessing Care: Barriers and Innovation 

12:15 - 13:30 Sunday 

 

Chris Lehmann (Birkbeck, University of London, England, she/they) 

Title: “Celebrating and Supporting Ageing LGBTQIA+ Populations through Person-Centred 

Narratives, Alternative Kinship Groups and Radical Social Care Models” 

 

Chris Lehmann works in adult social care, volunteers with Opening Doors and is currently 

completing her MSc in Social and Political Theory at Birkbeck. Chris is interested in initiating 

conversations that empower the queer community to develop tangible opportunities for ageing 

well in a youth-focused society, putting theory into living practice. 

 

Laura Jones (Glasgow Caledonian University, Scotland, she/her) 
Title: “The Role of Education in Preparing Social Work Students to Work with Transgender 

People in the Scottish Context” 

 

Laura is currently concluding a two-year MSc in social work at Glasgow Caledonian University. 

She is particularly interested in intersectionality and trauma, and her current research focuses 

on social work with trans-identified people. 

 

Holly McSpadden (University of Sheffield, England, she/her) 

Title: “Experiences of Sexual Violence and Barriers to Sexual Violence Support Services for 

Sexual and Gender Minority Survivors” 

 

I am a second year PhD student at the University of Sheffield. My research interests include 

sexual violence, feminism, queer theory, gender, and sexuality. I am passionate about 

dismantling harmful stereotypes surrounding sexual violence, particularly when considering 

sexual and gender minority survivors and their experiences. Within my research I aim to 

uncover the barriers sexual and gender minority survivors face when attempting to access 

sexual violence support services, in order to determine what might be done to improve access 

and support for these survivors. 
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Panel 5a - Community through Creation: Performance, Art, and Culture 

14:30 - 15:45 Sunday 

 

Clare Patterson (University of Manchester, England/Glasgow, Scotland, 

they/she)  
Title: “Queer Country: Resistance against Metronormative Narratives in Queer Pop and Online 

Culture” 

 

Clare Patterson is a writer based in Glasgow. They are currently pursuing a Ph.D. in Creative 

Writing from the University of Manchester on the North of England, queer temporality, and the 

climate crisis.  

 

Bernadette Silva (Royal College of Art, England, she/her) 
Title: “Lucha y Lucha: Change, Costume, And Character In El Paso’s Lucha Libre Landscape From 

1987-2021”  

Twitter: @dsgnhistorian Insta: @bysilva.design 

 

Bernadette Silva is a queer London-based design historian from El Paso, Texas. She holds an MA 

in V&A/RCA History of Design from the Royal College of Art and a BIS in English, History, Digital 

Filmmaking and Animation from New Mexico State University. Her research focuses on 

mythmaking and design interactions with labor and identity in theatre and performance. 

 

Paul Bradley, Founder and Director of Out on the Page, (he/him) 

Twitter & Insta: @outonthepage 

 

Paul Bradley is the Founder and Director of Out on the Page, which acts as a catalyst for change 

by connecting, developing and promoting LGBTQ+ writers and writing. Based in Bristol, the 

project, funded by Arts Council England, works across England and increasingly.  internationally. 

As well as coordinating an online writers network, it runs development days, workshops, 

courses and retreats, both online and in-person. In 2021, it produced its first print publication, 

Queer Writing for a Brave New World. 
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Panel 5b - Ethical Science? Research and Participation 

14:30 - 15:45 Sunday 

 

Filip Kaleta (King’s College London, England, he/him) 

Title: “Why Behavioural Genetics for Studying LGBT+ Mental Health? Outline of Statistical 

Genetics Methods and Preliminary Findings from Non-heterosexual Twins”  

Twitter: @FilipKaleta3 

 

Filip (he/him) is a London Interdisciplinary Social Sciences 1+3 PhD student at the Department of 

Psychology, King’s College London. He’s currently completing his MSc research project as the “1” part of 

his studentship. His PhD is on the genetic and environmental components of common mental health 

disorders in sexual minorities, and on the developmental mechanisms behind minority stress theory. His 

supervisors are Dr Qazi Rahman, Dr Helena Zavos and Prof Ted Barker. 

 

Murlyo Batista (London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, England, 

he/him) 

Title: “Ethics Regulations as Public Protections for Gay Men Participating in Social and Medical 

Research”  

Twitter: @murylo_sb 

 

Murylo Batista MSc is a social science researcher, public health practitioner, and institutional review 

board administrator specialising in preventing violence and abuse. He has completed training through 

Dartmouth College, London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, and Public Responsibility in 

Medicine & Research.  

 

Rhiannon Owen, (Research nurse and member of UCL LGBTQ+ STEM 

Committee, she/her)  

Twitter: @RhiannonOwenRN 

 

Rhiannon is a queer research nurse working in the UCL Institute for Global Health within the Centre for 

Research in Sexual Health and HIV and is a member of the UCL LGBTQ+ STEM committee. She works 

primarily in phase 3 investigational medical clinical trials, including trials examining new gonorrhoea 

antibiotics, pioneering HSV drugs, PrEP use, dual HIV therapies, injectable HIV therapies and monoclonal 

antibody infusions in treating HIV. They are also working to develop a screening programme for anal 

cancer in high-risk individuals. They are involved in recruitment, administration, drug delivery and 

development of clinical trials. Rhiannon has a special interest in researching women living with HIV, 

sexual behaviours and epidemiology in queer women and vaccination uptake in people living with HIV.  

In her free time, Rhiannon can be found either charging round a rugby pitch or drinking obscene 

amounts of coffee in local cafes.  
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Panel 6a - Education in England: Identity and Cultural Climate 

16:00 - 17:15 Sunday 

 

Katie Reynolds (Anglia Ruskin University, England, they/them) 

Title: “How LGBTQ+ Teachers in the UK Navigate their Subjectivity within a Shifting Cultural 

Climate”  

Twitter: @katiescave 

 

Katie is a second-year PhD student in Education at Anglia Ruskin University and has a 

background in Secondary mathematics teaching. They remain actively involved in the 

National Education Union LGBT+ network and their research interests include LGBTQ+ 

networks and spaces, intersectionality, neurodivergence and neuroqueer identities. 

 

Cait Jobson (University of Durham, England, she/her) 

Title: “LGBTQ+ Inclusive RSE and the Prevention of Domestic Violence and Abuse”  

Twitter: @caitjob 

 

Cait Jobson, PhD researcher in Sociology, at the University of Durham. Her masters research 

compared young LGBTQ+ people’s experiences of RSE in Scotland and England and her current 

PhD work takes a participatory approach with young LGBTQ+ people about seeking support for 

domestic violence and abuse. She is a member of Centre for Research into Violence and Abuse 

(CRiVA) and Communities and Social Justice. 

 

Nicola Jones (Croydon & Southwark LGBTQ Youth Lead at METRO Charity, 

she/her) 

Twitter: @METROCharity 

 

METRO’s vision is for a world where diversity is celebrated, difference respected and valued, 

and where optimum health and wellbeing for all is a collective goal. Working collaboratively 

with our staff, volunteers, users, partners and supporters to make a difference to people’s lives, 

we champion equality, nurture aspiration, embrace difference and challenge others to do so. 

We promote health and wellbeing through our transformative services to anyone experiencing 

issues relating to sexuality, gender, equality, diversity, and identity, and use our unique insight 

from these transformative services and our diverse heritage to influence decision makers and 

to effect positive change. 
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Panel 6b - Trans Women & Healthcare: Interdisciplinary Approaches 

16:00 - 17:15 Sunday 

 

Steph Berens (Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich, Germany, they/them) 

Title: “Between Illegality and Illegibility: Alternative Access to Medical Transitioning Options in 

Transgender Fiction”  

Twitter: @StephBerens 

 

Steph Berens studied North American literature and culture at the University of Munich, Simon Fraser 

University, and Carleton University. They are currently teaching courses on queer and trans literature at 

LMU Munich and working on their dissertation, which examines the reworking of harmful cultural tropes 

in contemporary North American trans fiction. 

 

Náila Neves de Jesus (Southwest Bahia State University, Brazil, she/her) 

Title: “Body Modifications for Transgender Women and Travestis Living in Brazil: Difficulties of 

Access and Pathologization” 

Insta: @nailaneves.orientadora 

 

Naila Neves is a Brazilian Latina Cis Woman, Ally, and feminist. She is a Ph.D. Candidate Memory: 

language and society (PPGMLS) in Southwest Bahia State University (UESB), Brazil, developed research 

about the collective memory and perceptions about difficulties and barriers in access to healthcare 

services in Bahia, Brasil by Transgender Woman and Travestis.  Researcher at Bahia Observatory for 

Healthcare Networks (OBRAS/IMS-UFBA) and Centre of Investigations in Feminism and Gender 

(CIFEX/USC).  She is a Clinical Pharmacist and a Workgroup member in the Brazilian Federal Council of 

Pharmacy about Pharmaceutical Care for the LGBTQ+ community.  

 

June Bellebono (founder of Oestrogeneration, they/she)  

Twitter & Insta: @junebellebabe 

 

June Bellebono is a cultural producer, writer, educator and model. June founded and runs 

oestrogeneration: an online magazine platform highlighting transfeminine voices in the UK and founded 

and hosts Queer Good Grief: a peer support by and for bereaved LGBTQ+ people.  

June has produced events for Decolonise Fest, Autograph ABP, We Exist, Museum of the Home, London 

College of Fashion and Free Word. June's writing can be found on gal-dem, daikon*, Remember and 

Resist, PEN Transmissions and i News. June has been featured in many DIY zines and she's one of the 

writers in the compilation 'Letters from the Grief Club: How we live with loss'. When not working, they 

can be found dancing and serving looks in grotty basements and night clubs untl the early hours of the 

morning all around London. 
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